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Abrstract description by USAID:  
“In 1979, the Bangladesh Government included menstrual regulation (MR) in the 
national family planning programme and encouraged doctors and paramedics to 
provide MR in all government hospitals and health and family planning 
complexes (Bangladesh, Population Control and Family Planning Division, 1979). 
The Government considers menstrual regulation to be an “interim method of 
establishing non-pregnancy for a woman at risk of being pregnant, whether or not 
she actually is pregnant." Nearly 8000 doctors and 6500 paramedics now provide 
MR services in government clinics throughout the country, in addition to those 
providers who work in private MR clinics.   
____________ 
Source:  POPLINE, by K4Health, sponsored by USAID and Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health.  http://www.popline.org/node/563008 
 
See more at: http://www.popline.org/node/563008#sthash.1McqnkW9.dpuf 
______________________________ 
 
Penal Code (Act XLV, 1860), 6 October 1860. 
  
Of the causing of Miscarriage, of Injuries to unborn Children, of the Exposure of 
Infants, and of the Concealment of Births. 
 
312.  Whoever voluntarily causes a woman with child to miscarry shall, if such 
miscarriage be not caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the 
pregnant woman, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both; and, if the woman be 
quick with child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
  
Explanation—A woman who causes herself to miscarry is within the meaning of 
this section. 
  
313.  Whoever commits the offence defined in the last preceding section without 
the consent of the woman, whether the woman is quick with child or not, shall be 
punished with transportation for life, or with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
  
314.  Whoever, with intent to cause the miscarriage of a woman with child, does 
any act which causes the death of such woman shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and 
shall also be liable to fine; and if the act is done without the consent of the 
woman, shall be punished either with transportation for life, or with the 
punishment above mentioned. 



  
Explanation—It is not essential to this offence that the offender should know that 
the act is likely to cause death. 
  
315.  Whoever, before the birth of any child, does any act with the intention of 
thereby preventing that child from being born alive or causing it to die after its 
birth, and does by such act prevent that child from being born alive, or causes it 
to die after its birth, shall, if the act be not caused in good faith for the purpose of 
saving the life of the mother, be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to ten years, or with fine, or with both. 
  
316.  Whoever does any act under such circumstances, that if he thereby caused 
death he would be guilty of culpable homicide, and does by such act cause the 
death of a quick unborn child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine.   
 
Illustration—A, knowing that he is likely to cause the death of a pregnant 
woman, does an act which, if it caused the death of the woman, would amount to 
culpable homicide. The woman is injured but does not die; but the death of an 
unborn quick child with which she is pregnant thereby caused. A is guilty of the 
offence defined in this section.  
 
317.  Whoever being the father or mother of a child under the age of twelve 
years, or having the care of such child, shall expose or leave such child in any 
place with the intention of wholly abandoning such child, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, 
or with fine, or with both.  
 
Explanation.  This section is not intended to prevent the trial of the offender for 
murder or culpable homicide, as the case may be, if the child die in consequence 
of the exposure.   
 
318.  Whoever, by secretly burying or otherwise disposing of the dead body of a 
child whether such child die before or after or during its birth, intentionally 
conceals or endeavours to conceal the birth of such child, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or 
with fine, or with both.   
____________ 
Source:  http://bdlaws.minlaw.gov.bd/print_sections_all.php?id=11 


