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True Stories is a series of life giving and inspiring stories about people almost aborted, or
who survived an abortion, or were abandoned, or were involved with or affected by
abortion, and have a story of redemption to tell.

Photo: Richard Sempala (ALYF) is on the left in a white shirt, next to Thomas Jacobson (GLC), and Fr.
Jonathan Opio and Brian Tandeka (Human Life International Uganda).

Story #2 is about Richard Sempala, whose mother dropped him in a trash can when he was
about two weeks old, but where she knew someone would hear and rescue him. Today he
is married and he and his wife have 3 children. Here is Richard’s story in his own words:

“I was born in the streets of Uganda, but now am making a difference in the same street
from which I was rescued. If you found a hopeless baby in the dirty pitiful hands of street
children, you may be quick to say, ‘it would have been better for that child not to have been
born.” The fact is that child could have very well been me, Richard, and you would not be
reading his story now.

“I don’t know when and how [ was born. I don’t even know who my parents were. By the time
I was old enough to understand I was in the streets of Kampala, Uganda, being taken care of
by fellow street kids. I don’t know how I survived the dirt, hunger, coldness, disease and
danger! I don’t even know how a stranger named Rev. Kefa Ssempangi decided to take me off
the streets. All I know is that this Good Samaritan gave me more than shelter, food and
clothing.

“He gave me hope!

“I was one of 300 orphaned and abandoned children the Rev. Kefa took into his home. While
there,  was able to study up to high school. I learned how to behave like a normal home
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grown child. But more than anything else, [ was helped to develop a personal relationship
with God—something that has come to be the most important thing in my Life.

“Though I did not make it to college, I met Rev. Peter K.,, who accepted me to stay in his office
while doing my computer studies, as well as working as a computer teacher for high school
students and lay pastors around Kampala. I started to interact with a lot of youths. |
remember a time when a teenage girl came to me crying after being raped repeatedly by her
34-year old cousin. I was able to intervene and made sure this innocent girl was taken far
away from the abusive relative.

“Since 2002 I have felt a strong conviction of helping certain kinds of people, including
dropped (abandoned) babies, street children and orphans in Africa. The kind of people whose
destinies we will never know if they are murdered in cold blood. I am speaking for the
innocent children who need to be given a chance to live.

“Something deep inside my heart tells me that is why I am still alive. Yes, the story of my life
tells me that even for the unwanted child and babies dropped in trash cans, at hospitals and
on the streets, and those affected by HIV/AIDS and civil war in Northern Uganda, there is a
hope and a future.

“I am glad my mother didn’t abort me. I am so glad my mom gave me a chance to live. After
interacting with a lot of young people, the Lord led me to start Africa Life Youth Foundation
to stand for the young generation for a better future and life in Christ Jesus.”

“The life written in Revelation 22:1-3: ‘Then the angel showed me the river of the water of
life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the
great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of
fruit, yielding it’s fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the
city, and His servants will serve Him."”

Africa Life Youth Foundation website: http://africalyf.org

Closing comment: Richard was in the U.S. recently and we had the privilege of multiple
days together, during which I had the opportunity to pour encouragement and wisdom God
has given to me into his life, and we had time to strategize for the future. Also, it was our
joy to take him to the Creation Museum and Ark to witness a plentitude of evidence of
Biblical Truth.
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hoo: The Ark Encounter (Kentucky, USA): Daniel Jacobson, Gerald Jacobson, Thomas Jacobson (GLC),
and Richard Sempala (ALYF) on the right.

Photo: Richard Sempala (ALYF) teaching youth in Uganda.
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