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The Abortion Act 1967 (as amended through 2008). 
 
Medical termination of pregnancy 
1. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person shall not be guilty of an 
offence under the law relating to abortion when a pregnancy is terminated by a 
registered medical practitioner of two registered medical practitioners are of the 
opinion, formed in good faith: 
 

a) that the pregnancy has not exceeded its twenty-fourth week and that the 
continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk, greater than if the 
pregnancy were terminated, of injury to the physical or mental health of 
the pregnant woman or any existing children of her family; or 

b) that the termination is necessary to prevent grave permanent injury to the 
physical or mental health of the pregnant woman; or 

c) that the continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk to the life of the 
pregnant woman, greater than if the pregnancy were terminated; or 

d) that there is a substantial risk that if the child were born it would suffer from 
such physical or mental abnormalities as to be seriously handicapped. 

 
(2) In determining whether the continuance of a pregnancy would involve such 
risk of injury to health as is mentioned in paragraph (a) or (b) of subsection (1) of 
this section, account may be taken of the pregnant woman's actual or reasonably 
foreseeable environment. 
 
(3) Except as provided by subsection (4) of this section, any treatment for the 



termination of pregnancy must be carried out in a hospital vested in the Minister 
of Health or the Secretary of State under the National Health Service Acts, or in a 
place for the time being approved for the purposes of this section by the said 
Minister or the Secretary of State. 
 
(3A) The power under subsection (3) of this section to approve a place includes 
power, in relation to treatment consisting primarily in the use of such medicines 
as may be specified in the approval and carried out in such manner as may be so 
specified, to approve a class of places. 
 
(4) Subsection (3) of this section, and so much of subsection (1) as relates to the 
opinion of two registered medical practitioners, shall not apply to the termination 
of a pregnancy by a registered medical practitioner in a case where he is of the 
opinion, formed in good faith, that the termination is immediately necessary to 
save the life or to prevent grave permanent injury to the physical or mental health 
of the pregnant woman. 
 
Notification 
2. (1) The Minister of Health in respect of England and Wales, and the Secretary 
of State in respect of Scotland, shall by statutory instrument make regulations to 
provide: 
 

a) for requiring any such opinion as is referred to in section 1 of this Act to be 
certified by the practitioners or practitioner concerned in such form and at 
such time as may be prescribed by the regulations, and for requiring the 
preservation and disposal of certificates made for the purposes of the 
regulations; 

b) for requiring any registered medical practitioner who terminates a 
pregnancy to give notice of the termination and such other information 
relating to the termination as may be so prescribed; 

c) for prohibiting the disclosure, except to such persons or for such purposes 
as may be so prescribed, of notices given or information furnished 
pursuant to the regulations. 

 
(2) The information furnished in pursuance of regulations made by virtue of 
paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of this section shall be notified solely to the Chief 
Medical Officers of the Ministry of Health and the Scottish Home and Health 
Department respectively. 
 
(3) Any person who willfully contravenes or willfully fails to comply with the 
requirements of regulations under subsection (1) of this section shall be liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds. 
 
(4) Any statutory instrument made by virtue of this section shall be subject to 
annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament. 
 



Application of Act to visiting forces etc. 
3. (1) In relation to the termination of a pregnancy in a case where the following 
conditions are satisfied, that is to say: 
 

a) the treatment for termination of the pregnancy was carried out in a hospital 
controlled by the proper authorities of a body to which this section applies; 
and 

b) the pregnant woman had at the time of the treatment a relevant association 
with that body; and 

c) the treatment was carried out by a registered medical practitioner or a 
person who at the time of the treatment was a member of that body 
appointed as a medical practitioner for that body by the proper authorities 
of that body, this Act shall have effect as if any reference in section 1 to a 
registered medical practitioner and to a hospital vested in a Minister under 
the National Health Service Acts included respectively a reference to such 
a person as is mentioned in paragraph (c) of this subsection and to a 
hospital controlled as aforesaid, and as if section 2 were omitted. 

 
(2) The bodies to which this section applies are any force which is a visiting force 
within the meaning of any of the provisions of Part I of the Visiting Forces Act 
1952 and any headquarters within the meaning of the Schedule to the 
International Headquarters and Defence Organisations Act 1964; and for the 
purposes of this section: 
 

a) a woman shall be treated as having a relevant association at any time with 
a body to which this section applies if at that time: 
i) in the case of such a force as aforesaid, she had a relevant association 

within the meaning of the said Part I with the force; and 
ii) in the case of such a headquarters as aforesaid, she was a member of 

the headquarters or a dependent within the meaning of the Schedule 
aforesaid of such a member; and 

 
b) any reference to a member of a body to which this section applies shall be 

construed: 
i) in the case of such a force as aforesaid, as a reference to a member of 

or of a civilian component of that force within the meaning of the said 
Part I; and 

ii) in the case of such a headquarters as aforesaid, as a reference to a 
member of that headquarters within the meaning of the Schedule 
aforesaid. 

 
Conscientious objection to participation in treatment 
4. (1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, no person shall be under any duty, 
whether by contract or by any statutory or other legal requirement, to participate 
in any treatment authorised by this Act to which he has a conscientious objection: 
 



Provided that in any legal proceedings the burden of proof of conscientious 
objection shall rest on the person claiming to rely on it. 
 
(2) Nothing in subsection (1) of this section shall affect any duty to participate in 
treatment which is necessary to save the life or to prevent grave permanent 
injury to the physical or mental health of a pregnant woman. 
 
(3) In any proceedings before a court in Scotland, a statement on oath by any 
person to the effect that he has a conscientious objection to participating in any 
treatment authorised by this Act shall be sufficient evidence for the purpose of 
discharging the burden of proof imposed upon him by subsection (1) of this 
section.   
 
5. (1) No offence under the Infant Life (Preservation) Act 1929 shall be 
committed by a registered medical practitioner who terminates a pregnancy in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act. 
 
(2) For the purposes of the law relating to abortion, anything done with intent to 
procure a woman's miscarriage (or, in the case of a woman carrying more than 
one foetus, her miscarriage of any foetus) is unlawfully done unless authorised 
by section 1 of this Act and, in the case of a woman carrying more than one 
foetus, anything done with intent to procure her miscarriage of any foetus is 
authorised by that section if: 
 

a) the ground for termination of the pregnancy specified in subsection (1)(d) 
of that section applies in relation to any foetus and the thing is done for the 
purpose of procuring the miscarriage of the foetus, or 

b) any of the other grounds for termination of the pregnancy specified in that 
section applies. 

 
Interpretation 
6. In this Act, the following expressions have meanings hereby assigned to them: 

 
"the law relating to abortion" means sections 58 and 59 of the Offences 

against the Person Act 1861, and any rule of law relating to the 
procurement of abortion; 

"the National Health Service Acts" means the National Health Service Act 
1946 to 1966 or the National Health Service (Scotland) Acts 1947 to 
1966. 

 
Short title, commencement and extent 
7. (1) This Act may be cited as the Abortion Act 1967. 
 
(2) This Act shall come into force on the expiration of the period of six months 
beginning with the date on which it is passed. 
 



(3) This Act does not extent to Northern Ireland. 
 

______________________________ 
 
UNITED KINGDOM:  The Abortion Regulations 1991, Statutory Instrument 
No. 499 of 1991.      
 
1.  Citation and commencement.  (1) These Regulations may be cited as the 
Abortion Regulations 1991, and shall come into force on 1st April 1991.   
 
(2) These Regulations extend to England and Wales only.     
 
2.  Interpretation.  In these Regulations:   
  

"the Act" means the Abortion Act 1967; 
"electronic communication" has the same meaning as in section 15 of the 

Electronic Communications Act 2000; 
"practitioner" means a registered medical practitioner; 
"solicitor" means a person who is qualified to act as a solicitor as provided by 

section 1 of the Solicitors Act 1974 
 
Certificate of opinion  
3.  (1) Any opinion to which section 1 of the Act refers shall be certified:   

 
a. in the case of a pregnancy terminated in accordance with section 1(1) of 

the Act, either:   
(i) in the form set out in Part I of Schedule 1 to these Regulations; or   
(ii) in a certificate signed and dated by both practitioners jointly or in 

separate certificates signed and dated by each practitioner stating:  
(a) the full name and address of each practitioner;   
(b) the full name and address of the pregnant woman;   
(c) whether or not each practitioner has seen or examined, or seen and 

examined, the pregnant woman; and   
(d) that each practitioner is of the opinion formed in good faith that at 

least one and the same ground mentioned in paragraph (a) to (d) of 
section 1(1) of the Act is fulfilled. 

b. in the case of a pregnancy terminated in accordance with section 1(4) of 
the Act, either:   
(i) in the form set out in Part II of Schedule 1 to these Regulations; or   
(ii) in a certificate giving the full name and address of the practitioner and 

containing the full name and address of the pregnant woman and 
stating that the practitioner is of the opinion formed in good faith that 
one of the grounds mentioned in section 1(4) of the Act is fulfilled.   

 
Notice of termination of pregnancy and information relating to the 
termination  



4. — (1) Any practitioner who terminates a pregnancy in England or Wales shall 
give to the appropriate Chief Medical Officer:   

(a) notice of the termination, and  
(b) such other information relating to the termination as is specified in 

Schedule 2 to these Regulations, and shall do so by sending them to him 
within 14 days of the termination either in a sealed envelope or by an 
electronic communication transmitted by an electronic communications 
system used solely for the transfer of confidential information to him.   

 
(2) The appropriate Chief Medical Officer is:   

(a) where the pregnancy was terminated in England, the Chief Medical Officer 
of the Department of Health, Richmond House, Whitehall, London, SW1A 
2NS; or  

(b) where the pregnancy was terminated in Wales, the Chief Medical Officer 
of the Welsh Office, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF1 3NQ.      

 
Restriction on disclosure of information  
5.    A notice given or any information furnished to a Chief Medical Officer in 
pursuance of these Regulations shall not be disclosed except that disclosure 
may be made:  

(a) for the purposes of carrying out their duties:   
(i) to an officer of the Department of Health authorised by the Chief 

Medical Officer of that Department, or to an officer of the Welsh Office 
authorised by the Chief Medical Officer of that Office, as the case may 
be, or  

(ii) to the National Statistician duly appointed under section 5 of the 
Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007(3) or an employee of the 
Statistics Board (established under section 1 of that Act) authorised by 
the National Statistician, or 

(iii) to an individual authorised by the Chief Medical Officer who is 
engaged in setting up, maintaining and supporting a computer system 
used for the purpose of recording, processing and holding such notice 
or information; or; 

(b) for the purposes of carrying out his duties in relation to offences under the 
Act or the law relating to abortion, to the Director of Public Prosecutions 
or a member of his staff authorised by him; or  

(c) for the purposes of investigating whether an offence has been committed 
under the Act or the law relating to abortion, to a police officer not below 
the rank of superintendent or a person authorised by him; or  

(d) pursuant to a court order, for the purposes of proceedings which have 
begun; or  

(e) for the purposes of bona fide scientific research; or  
(f) to the practitioner who terminated the pregnancy; or  
(g) to a practitioner, with the consent in writing of the woman whose 

pregnancy was terminated; or  
(h) when requested by the President of the General Medical Council for the 



purpose of investigating whether there has been serious professional 
misconduct by a practitioner, to the President of the General Medical 
Council or a member of its staff authorised by him; or 

(i) to the woman whose pregnancy was terminated, on her supplying to the 
Chief Medical Officer written details of her date of birth, the date and place 
of the termination and a copy of the certificate of registration of her birth 
certified as a true copy of the original by a solicitor or a practitioner.     

 
Revocations  
6.    The whole of the Regulations specified in Schedule 3 to these Regulations 
are revoked.    
 

SCHEDULE 1 
Regulation 3(1) 

PART I 
 

IN CONFIDENCE          CERTIFICATE A 
 

ABORTION ACT 1967 
 

Not to be destroyed within three years of the date of operation 
 

Certificate to be completed before an abortion is performed under Section 1(1) 
of the Act 

 

Form HSA1 (revised 1991) 
 

PART II 
SCHEDULE 1 

 

IN CONFIDENCE           Certificate B 
 

Not to be destroyed within three years of the date of operation 
 

ABORTION ACT 1967 
 

CERTIFICATE TO BE COMPLETED IN RELATION TO ABORTION 
PERFORMED IN EMERGENCY UNDER SECTION 1(4) OF THE ACT 

 

SCHEDULE 2 
Regulation 4   
Information to be supplied in an Abortion Notification       
1. Full name and address (including postcode) of the practitioner who terminated 
the pregnancy and the General Medical Council registration number of the 
practitioner.        

 

2. In non-emergency cases particulars of the practitioners who gave a certificate 
of opinion pursuant to section 1(1) of the Act and whether they saw or examined, 
or saw and examined the patient before giving the certificate.        

 

3. Patient's details:   
(a) patient's hospital or clinic number or National Health Service number or (if 

unavailable) patient's full name;   



(b) date of birth;   
(c) in the case of a patient resident in the United Kingdom, her full postcode 

or, if the postcode is unavailable, her address;   
(d) in the case of a patient resident outside the United Kingdom, her country 

of residence;   
(e) ethnicity (if disclosed by the patient);   
(f) marital status; and   
(g) parity. 

 

4. Name and address of place of termination.        
 

5. Whether the termination was paid for privately or not.        
 

6. Date and method of foeticide if appropriate.        
 

7. In a case where the termination is by surgery:   
(a) date of termination;   
(b) the method of termination used; and  
(c) in cases where the dates are different, the date of admission to the place 

of termination and the date of discharge from the place of termination. 
 

8. In a case where the termination is by non-surgical means:    
(a) the date of treatment with antiprogestrone;   
(b) the date of treatment with prostaglandin;   
(c) the date on which the termination is confirmed;   
(d) in cases where the place of treatment with prostaglandin is different from 

the place of treatment with antiprogestrone, the name and address at 
which the prostaglandin was administered;   

(e) details of other agents used and the date of administration; and   
(f) the date of discharge if an overnight stay is required. 

 

9. Number of complete weeks of gestation.        
 

10. The ground(s) certified for terminating the pregnancy contained in the 
certificate of opinion given pursuant to section 1(1) of the Act together with the 
following additional information in the case of:   

(a) the ground specified in paragraph (a), whether or not there was a risk to 
the patient's mental health and if not, her main medical conditions;   

(b) the grounds specified in paragraphs (b) and (c), the main medical 
condition(s) of the patient;   

(c) the ground specified in paragraph (d), any foetal abnormalities diagnosed, 
together with method of diagnosis used, and any other reasons for 
termination. 

 

11. The ground(s) certified for terminating the pregnancy contained in the 
certificate of opinion given pursuant to section 1(4) of the Act and the patient's 
main medical conditions.        
 

12. In cases of selective termination the original number of foetuses and the 
number of foetuses remaining.        
 



13. Whether or not the patient was offered chlamydia screening.        
 

14. Particulars of any complications experienced by the patient up to the date of 
discharge. 
 

15. In the case of the death of the patient the date and cause of death.   
 
SCHEDULE 3 
Regulation 6 
REGULATIONS REVOKED 
  
Column 1 Column 2 
Regulations revoked References 
The Abortion Regulations 1968 S.I. 1968/390 
The Abortion (Amendment) Regulations 1969 S.I. 1969/636 
The Abortion (Amendment) Regulations 1976 S.I. 1976/15 
The Abortion (Amendment) Regulations 1980 S.I. 1980/1724 
 

______________________________ 
 
UNITED KINGDOM:  Offenses Against the Person Act, 1861 
 
58.		Administering	drugs	or	using	instruments	to	procure	abortion.	
Every	woman,	being	with	child,	who,	with	intent	to	procure	her	own	miscarriage,	shall	
unlawfully	administer	to	herself	any	poison	or	other	noxious	thing,	or	shall	unlawfully	
use	any	instrument	or	other	means	whatsoever	with	the	like	intent,	and	whosoever,	
with	intent	to	procure	the	miscarriage	of	any	woman,	whether	she	be	or	be	not	with	
child,	shall	unlawfully	administer	to	her	or	cause	to	be	taken	by	her	any	poison	or	other	
noxious	thing,	or	shall	unlawfully	use	any	instrument	or	other	means	whatsoever	with	
the	like	intent,	shall	be	guilty	of	felony,	and	being	convicted	thereof	shall	be	liable	…	to	
be	kept	in	penal	servitude	for	life	….	

	

59.		Procuring	drugs	to	cause	abortion.	
Whosoever	shall	unlawfully	supply	or	procure	any	poison	or	other	noxious	thing,	or	any	
instrument	or	thing	whatsoever,	knowing	that	the	same	is	intended	to	be	unlawfully	
used	or	employed	with	intent	to	procure	the	miscarriage	of	any	woman,	whether	she	be	
or	be	not	with	child,	shall	be	guilty	of	a	misdemeanor,	and	being	convicted	thereof	shall	
be	liable	…	to	be	kept	in	penal	servitude	….			
____________	
	
Source:  United Kingdom, Offenses Against the Person Act 1861 (1861 Chapter 100 24 and 25 
Vict).  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Vict/24-25/100/contents 

 
______________________________ 

 
UNITED KINGDOM:  Lord Ellenborough's Act, 24 June 1803 
 



An	Act	for	the	further	prevention	of	…	the	malicious	using	of	means	to	procure	the	
miscarriage	of	women	[June	24,	1803].	…		
	

WHEREAS	…	if	any	person	or	persons	…	shall	…	wilfully,	maliciously,	and	unlawfully	
administer	to,	or	cause	to	be	administered	to	or	taken	by	any	of	his	Majesty's	subjects,	
any	deadly	poison,	or	other	noxious	and	destructive	substance	or	thing,	with	intent	such	
his	Majesty's	subject	or	subjects	thereby	to	murder,	or	thereby	to	cause	and	procure	the	
miscarriage	of	any	woman,	then	being	quick	with	child;	…	shall	be	and	are	hereby	
declared	to	be	felons,	and	shall	suffer	death	….	
	

II.		And	whereas	it	may	sometimes	happen	that	poison	or	some	other	destructive	or	
noxious	and	destructive	substance	or	thing	may	be	given,	or	other	means	used,	with	
intent	to	procure	miscarriage	or	abortion	where	the	woman	may	not	be	quick	with	child	
at	the	time,	or	it	may	not	be	proved	that	she	was	quick	with	child;	be	it	therefore	
further	enacted,	That	if	any	person	or	persons	…	shall	wilfully	and	maliciously	administer	
to,	or	cause	to	be	administered	to,	or	taken	by	any	woman,	any	medicines,	drug,	or	
other	substance	or	thing	whatsoever,	or	shall	use	or	employ	or	cause	or	procure	to	be	
used	or	employed	any	instrument	or	other	means	whatsoever,	with	intent	thereby	to	
cause	the	miscarriage	of	any	woman	not	being,	or	not	being	proved	to	be,	quick	with	
child	at	the	time	of	administering	such	things	or	using	such	means,	that	then	and	in	
every	such	case	the	person	or	persons	so	offending,	their	counsellors,	aiders,	and	
abettors,	knowing	of	and	being	privy	to	such	offence,	shall	be	and	are	hereby	declared	
to	be	guilty	of	felony,	and	shall	be	liable	to	be	fined,	imprisoned,	set	in	and	upon	the	
pillory,	publickly	or	privately	whipped,	or	to	suffer	one	or	more	of	the	said	punishments,	
or	to	be	transported	beyond	the	seas	for	any	term	not	exceeding	fourteen	years,	at	the	
discretion	of	the	court	before	which	such	offender	shall	be	tried	and	convicted.	
____________	
 
Source:  The law was written by Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales, Edward Law, 1st Baron 
of Ellenborough.  https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Lord_Ellenborough%27s_Act_1803   
 
______________________________ 
 
NORTHERN IRELAND:  Criminal Justice Act (Northern Ireland), 1945. 
 
Punishment for child destruction. 
25. — (1) Subject as hereafter in this sub-section provided, any person who, with 
intent to destroy the life of a child then capable of being born alive, by any willful 
act causes a child to die before it has an existence independent of its mother, 
shall be guilty of felony, to wit, of child destruction, and shall be liable on 
conviction thereof on indictment to penal servitude for life: 
 
Provided that no person shall be found guilty of an offence under this section 
unless it is proved that the act which caused the death of the child was not done 
in good faith for the purpose only of preserving the life of the mother. 
 



(2) For the purposes of this and the next succeeding section, evidence that a 
woman had at any material time been pregnant for a period of twenty-eight 
weeks or more shall be prima facie proof that she was at that time pregnant of a 
child then capable of being born alive.   
 
Provisions as to prosecution of offence of child destruction. 
26. — (1) Where upon the trial of any person for the murder or manslaughter of 
any child, or for infanticide, or for an offence under section fifty-eight of the 
Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (which relates to administering drugs or 
using instruments to procure abortion), the jury are of opinion that the person 
charged is not guilty of murder, manslaughter or infanticide, or of an offence 
under the said section fifty-eight, as the case may be, but that he is shown by the 
evidence to be guilty of the [offence] of child destruction, the jury may find him 
guilty of that [offence], and thereupon the person convicted shall be liable to be 
punished as if he had been convicted upon an indictment for child destruction. 
 
(2) Where upon the trial of any person for the [offence] of child destruction the 
jury are of opinion that the person charged is not guilty of that [offence], but that 
he is shown by the evidence to be guilty of an offence under the said section fifty-
eight of the Offences against the Person Act, 1861, the jury may find him guilty of 
that offence, and thereupon the person convicted shall be liable to be punished 
as if he had been convicted upon an indictment under that section. 
 

______________________________ 
 
NORTHERN IRELAND [UNITED KINGDOM]   
Offences against the Person Act, 1861. 
  
58.  Every woman, being with child, who, with intent to procure her own 
miscarriage, shall unlawfully administer to herself any poison or other noxious 
thing, or shall unlawfully use any instrument or other means whatsoever with the 
like intent, and whosoever, with intent to procure the miscarriage of any woman 
whether she be or be not with child, shall unlawfully administer to her or cause to 
be taken by her any poison or other noxious thing, or unlawfully use any 
instrument or other means whatsoever with the like intent, shall be guilty of 
felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable ... to be kept in penal servitude 
for life .... 
  
59.  Whosoever shall unlawfully supply or procure any poison or other noxious 
thing, or any instrument or thing whatsoever, knowing that the same is intended 
to be unlawfully used or employed with intent to procure the miscarriage of any 
woman, whether she be or be not with child, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and being convicted thereof shall be liable ... to be kept in penal servitude .... 
 
______________________________ 
 



ANGUILLA [UNITED KINGDOM]    
Criminal Code, as amended through 15 December 2000. 
  
Part 15.  Abortion 
  
Use of poison etc., or instruments to cause miscarriage 
Section 183.  (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, any person who:   
  

(a) being with child, with intent to procure her own miscarriage, unlawfully 
administers to herself any poison or other noxious thing, or unlawfully 
uses any instrument or other means whatsoever with the like intent; or 

  
(b) with intent to procure the miscarriage of any female, whether or not she is 

with child, unlawfully administers to her, or causes her to take, any poison 
or other noxious thing, or unlawfully uses any instrument or other means 
whatsoever with the like intent; 

  
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for 14 years. 
  
(2) A person shall not be convicted of an offence under subsection (1) when a 
pregnancy is terminated in a hospital by a medical practitioner if 2 medical 
practitioners are of the opinion, formed in good faith:   
  

(a) that the continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk to the life of the 
pregnant woman, or injury to the physical health of the pregnant woman 
greater than if the pregnancy were terminated or grave injury of prolonged 
duration to the mental health of the pregnant woman; or 

  
(b) that there is a substantial risk that, if the child were born, it would suffer 

from such physical or mental abnormality as to be seriously handicapped. 
  

(3) The reference to the opinion of 2 medical practitioners and to an approved 
hospital shall not apply to the termination of pregnancy by a registered medical 
practitioner in a case in which he is of the opinion, formed in good faith, that the 
termination is immediately necessary to save the life or to prevent grave 
permanent injury to the physical or mental health of the pregnant woman. 
  
Supplying poison, etc., with intent to procure miscarriage 
Section 184.  Any person who unlawfully supplies or procures any poison or 
other noxious thing, or any instrument or thing whatsoever, knowing that it is 
intended to be unlawfully used or employed with intent to procure the miscarriage 
of any female, whether or not she is with child, commits an offence and is liable 
on conviction to imprisonment for 5 years. 
  
Child destruction 
Section 185.  (1) Any person who, with intent to destroy the life of a child 



capable of being born alive, by any willful act or omission causes a child to die 
before it has an existence independent of its mother, commits the offence of child 
destruction and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for life. 
  
(2) A person shall not be convicted of an offence under subsection (1) if it is 
proved that the act which caused the death of the child was done in good faith for 
the purpose only of preserving the life of the mother. 
  
(3) For the purposes of this section, evidence that a female had at any material 
time been pregnant for a period of 28 weeks or more shall be prima facie proof 
that she was at that time pregnant with a child capable of being born alive. 
 
______________________________ 
 
BERMUDA [UNITED KINGDOM]    
Criminal Code Act of 1907 (as amended through 2008). 
 
Administering drugs etc with intent to procure miscarriage  
194.  Any person who, with intent to procure the miscarriage of a woman, 
whether she is or is not with child, unlawfully administers to her or causes her to 
take any poison or other noxious thing, or uses any force of any kind, or uses any 
other means whatsoever, is guilty of a felony, and is liable to imprisonment for 
three years.  

Attempt by woman to procure own miscarriage  
195.  Any woman who with intent to procure her own miscarriage, whether she is 
or is not with child, unlawfully administers to herself any poison or other noxious 
thing, or uses any force of any kind, or uses any other means whatsoever, or 
permits any such thing or means to be administered or used to her, is guilty of a 
felony, and is liable to imprisonment for three years.  

Supplying drugs or instruments to procure miscarriage  
196.  Any person who unlawfully supplies to or procures for any person any thing 
whatsoever, knowing that it is intended to be unlawfully used to procure the 
miscarriage of a woman, whether she is or is not with child, is guilty of a 
summary offence, and is liable to imprisonment for twelve months.  

Medical termination of pregnancy  
196A.  Sections 194, 195 and 196 do not apply to  

(a)  a qualified medical practitioner or any person assisting him, who in good 
faith uses in a hospital any means for carrying out his intention to procure 
the miscarriage of a female person; or   

(b)  a female person who, being pregnant, permits a qualified medical 
practitioner to use in a hospital any means described in paragraph (a) for 
the purpose of carrying out her intention to procure her own miscarriage, if 



before the use of those means, the Therapeutic Abortion Committee for 
the hospital, by a majority of the members of the committee and at a 
meeting of the committee at which the case of such female person has 
been reviewed;   

(c)  has by certificate in writing stated that   

(i)  in its opinion the pregnancy of such female person should be 
terminated as having in its opinion been the result of an incestuous 
relationship or of an offence under section 323, 324, 325 or 326 upon 
the said female person; or  

(ii)  in its opinion the continuation of the pregnancy of such female person 
would or would be likely to endanger her life or health; or  

(iii)  in its opinion there is a substantial risk that if the child were born it 
would suffer from such physical or mental abnormalities as to be 
seriously handicapped; and  

(d)  has caused a copy of such certificate to be given to the qualified medical 
practitioner.  

[Section 196A amended by 1993 : 2 effective 1 June 1993]  

Notice by Chief Medical Officer to inform him whether certificate 
authorizing termination of pregnancy has been issued  
196B.  The Chief Medical Officer may by notice in writing require the Therapeutic 
Abortion Committee of a hospital, or any member thereof, to inform him whether 
a certificate of the nature described in paragraph 196A(c) has been issued by 
that committee permitting the termination of a pregnancy.  

Prohibition against disclosure of information  
196C (1).  Any information furnished to the Therapeutic Abortion Committee in 
pursuance of its functions under section 196A or to the Chief Medical Officer 
pursuant to section 196B or any information contained in a certificate given to a 
qualified medical practitioner pursuant to section 196A(d) shall not be disclosed 
except in accordance with section 196A or 196B or to such persons or for such 
purposes as a court may direct.  

(2)  Any person who contravenes the provisions of section (1) shall be 
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of $2,000 
or to imprisonment for six months or to both.  

Interpretation  
196D.  For the purposes of sections 196A, 196B and 196C  

"hospital" means the King Edward VII Memorial Hospital, or such other 



hospital as the Minister responsible for Health may, by order, designate for 
such purposes;  

"qualified medical practitioner" means a person entitled to engage in the 
practice of medicine under the laws of Bermuda;  

"Therapeutic Abortion Committee" in relation to a hospital means a committee 
comprised of not less than three members, each of whom is a qualified 
medical practitioner and at least one of whom is a qualified psychiatrist, 
appointed by the Hospitals Board after consultation with the Medical Staff 
Committee, for the purpose of considering and determining questions 
relating to terminations of pregnancy within that hospital; and "Hospitals 
Board" means the Bermuda Hospitals Board established under section 2 
of the Bermuda Hospitals Board Act 1970 [title 11 item 26].   

______________________________ 
 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS [UNITED KINGDOM]    
Offences against the Person Act, 10 April 1873, as amended through 1988. 
  
Section 53.  Every woman, being with child, who, with the intent to procure her 
own miscarriage, unlawfully administers to herself any poison or other noxious 
thing, or unlawfully uses any instrument, or other means whatsoever, with the like 
intent; and whosoever, with intent to procure the miscarriage of any woman, 
whether she be or be not with child, unlawfully administers to her, or causes to 
be taken by her, any poison or other noxious thing, or unlawfully uses any 
instrument or other means whatsoever, with the like intent, is guilty of a felony, 
and, being convicted thereof, shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding ten years, with or without hard labour. 
  
Section 54.  Whosoever unlawfully supplies, or procures, any poison or other 
noxious thing, or any instrument or thing whatsoever, knowing that the same is 
intended to be unlawfully used, or employed, with intent to procure the 
miscarriage of any woman, whether she be or be not with child, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, being convicted thereof, shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding two years, with or without hard labour. 
______________________________ 
 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS:  Infant Life Preservation Act, 8 December 1937, 
as amended through 1957. 
  
Section 1.  This Act may be cited as the Infant Life (Preservation) Act. 
  
Section 2.  Subject as hereinafter in this subsection provided, any person who, 
with intent to destroy the life of a child capable of being born alive, by any willful 
act causes a child to die before it has an existence independent of its mother, 



shall be guilty of felony, to wit, of child destruction, and shall be liable on 
conviction thereof on indictment to imprisonment for life with or without hard 
labour: 
  
Provided that no person shall be found guilty of an offence under this section 
unless it is proved that the act which caused the death of the child was not done 
in good faith for the purpose only of preserving the life of the mother. 
  

(2) For the purposes of this Act, evidence that a woman had at any material 
time been pregnant for a period of twenty-eight weeks or more shall be 
prima facie proof that she was at that time pregnant of a child capable of 
being born alive. 

  
Section 3.  (1) Where upon the trial of any person for the murder or 
manslaughter of any child or for infanticide, or for an offence under section 53 of 
the Offences against the Person Act (which relates to administering drugs or 
using instruments to procure abortion), the jury are of opinion that the person 
charged is not guilty of murder, manslaughter or infanticide, or an offence under 
the said section 53 as the case may be, but that he is shown by the evidence to 
be guilty of the felony of child destruction, the jury may find him guilty of that 
felony, and thereupon the person convicted shall be liable to be punished as if he 
had been convicted upon an indictment for child destruction. 
  

(2) Where upon the trial of any person for the felony of child destruction the 
jury are of opinion that the person charged is not guilty of that felony, but 
that he is shown by the evidence to be guilty of an offence under the said 
section 53 of the Offences against the Person Act, the jury may find him 
guilty of that offence and thereupon the person convicted shall be liable to 
be punished as if he had been convicted upon an indictment under that 
section. 

  
(3) Section 55 of the Offences against the Person Act (which provides that a 

person acquitted of the murder of any child, or of infanticide, may, if shown 
by the evidence to be guilty of concealing the birth, be convicted and 
punished accordingly), shall apply in the case of the acquittal of a person 
on an indictment for child destruction as it applies to the acquittal of a 
person on an indictment for murder or infanticide. 

______________________________ 
 
CAYMAN ISLANDS [UNITED KINGDOM]    
Penal Code, 2006 Revision. 
  
Attempts to procure abortion 
141. (1) Whoever with intent to procure the miscarriage of a woman, whether she 
is or is not with child, unlawfully administers to her any poison or other noxious 
thing, or uses any force of any kind, or other means whatsoever to that purpose 



is guilty of an offence. 
  
(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) no person is guilty of such offence unless it is 
proved that the act alleged to constitute the offence was not done in good faith 
for the purpose only of preserving the life of the mother. 
  
(3) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2) a health practitioner registered to 
practice medicine under the Health Practice Law (2005 Revision) is not guilty of 
an offence under subsection (1) in respect of any act if such act is first certified in 
writing by two such registered health practitioners acting in good faith, one of 
whom is registered by the Medical and Dental Council as an obstetrician, a 
gynaecologist or is employed as a Government Medical Officer in either capacity, 
as being necessary for the purpose of preserving the life of the mother. 
  
Attempt by woman with child to procure abortion 
142.  Any woman who, being with child, with intent to procure her own 
miscarriage, unlawfully administers to herself any poison or other noxious thing, 
or uses any force of any kind, or uses any other means whatsoever to that 
purpose, or permits any such thing or means to be administered to her is guilty of 
an offence. 
  
Supplying drugs or instruments to procure abortion 
143.  Whoever unlawfully procures for or supplies to any person any thing 
whatsoever, knowing that it is intended to be unlawfully used to procure the 
miscarriage of a woman, whether she is or is not with child, is guilty of an 
offence. 
______________________________ 
 
GUERNSEY [UNITED KINGDOM]    
The Abortion (Guernsey) Law, 1997. 
  
Use of poisons or instruments to cause abortion 
1.  Subject to the provisions of section 3: 
  

(a) any pregnant woman who, with intent to procure her own miscarriage: 
  

(i) unlawfully administers to herself any poison or other noxious thing; or 
(ii) unlawfully uses any instrument or other means whatsoever; and 

  
(b) any person who, with intent to procure the miscarriage of any woman, 

whether she is pregnant or not: 
  

(i) unlawfully administers to her or causes to be taken by her any poison or 
other noxious thing; or 

(ii) unlawfully uses any instrument or other means whatsoever; 
  



shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to imprisonment for life. 
  
Supplying or procuring poisons or instruments to cause abortion 
2.  Subject to the provisions of section 3, any person who unlawfully supplies or 
procures any poison or other noxious thing, or any instrument or thing 
whatsoever, knowing that the same is intended to be unlawfully used or 
employed with intent to procure the miscarriage of any woman, whether she is 
pregnant or not, shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years. 
  
Medical termination of pregnancy 
3.  (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person shall not be guilty of an 
offence under section 1 or 2 when a pregnancy is terminated by a recognised 
medical practitioner if two recognised medical practitioners are of opinion, formed 
in good faith: 
  

(a) that the termination is immediately necessary to save the life of the 
pregnant woman; 

  
(b) that the termination is necessary to prevent grave permanent injury to the 

physical or mental health of the pregnant woman; 
  
(c) that the pregnancy has not exceeded its twenty-fourth week and that, at 

the time of the diagnosis, there is a substantial risk that if the child were 
born it would suffer from such physical or mental abnormalities as to be 
seriously handicapped; or 

  
(d) that the pregnancy has not exceeded its twelfth week and that the 

continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk, greater than if the 
pregnancy were terminated, of injury to the physical or mental health of 
the pregnant woman or any existing children of her family. 

  
(2) Any treatment for the termination of pregnancy must be carried out in the 
Princess Elizabeth Hospital (or such other place as the States may by Ordinance 
specify) or in a place approved for the purposes of this section by the board. 
  
(3) The power under subsection (2) to approve a place includes power, in relation 
to treatment which consists primarily of the use of such medicines as may be 
specified in the approval and which is carried out in such manner as may be so 
specified, to approve a class of places. 
  
Records and notification 
4.  (1) A recognised medical practitioner who terminates a pregnancy shall keep 
an accurate medical record of the termination. 
  
(2) The Board may by regulation provide: 



  
(a) for requiring any such opinion as is referred to in section 3 to be certified 

by the practitioners concerned in such form and at such time as may be 
prescribed; 

(b) for requiring the preservation and disposal of certificates made for the 
purposes of the regulations; 

(c) for requiring any recognised medical practitioner who terminates a 
pregnancy to give notice of the termination and such other information 
relating to the termination as may be prescribed; 

(d) for prohibiting the disclosure, except to such persons or for such purposes 
as may be prescribed, or certificates, notices or information given 
pursuant to the regulations. 

  
(3) The information furnished in pursuance of regulations made under subsection 
(2)(c) shall be notified solely to the Medical Officer of Health. 
  
(4) A person who willfully contravenes any provision of regulations under 
subsection (2) shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding level 5 on the uniform scale of fines. 
  
Conscientious objection to participation in treatment 
5.  (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (3), no person shall be under any 
duty, whether arising by contract or by statutory or other legal requirement, to 
participate in any treatment authorised by this Law to which he has a 
conscientious objection. 
  
(2) In any legal proceedings the burden of proof of conscientious objection shall 
rest on the person claiming to rely on it. 
  
(3) Nothing in subsection (1) shall affect any duty to participate in treatment 
which is necessary to save the life of a pregnant woman. 
  
(4) In any proceedings before a court, a statement on oath by a person to the 
effect that he has a conscientious objection to participating in any treatment 
authorised by this Law shall be sufficient evidence for the purpose of discharging 
the burden of proof imposed by subsection (2). 
  
Supplementary provision 
6.  For the purposes of sections 1 and 2, anything done with intent to procure the 
miscarriage of a woman is unlawfully done unless authorised by section 3. 
  
Concealment of birth 
7.  If any woman be delivered of a child, any person who, by any secret 
disposition of the dead body of the child, whether such child died before, at or 
after its birth, endeavours to conceal the birth thereof, shall be guilty of an 
offence and liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment for a term not 



exceeding two years. 
  
Interpretation 
8.  In this Law, unless the context requires otherwise: 
  

"the Board" means the States Board of Health or such other committee of the 
States as may be specified by the States by Ordinance; 

"contravention" includes failure to comply, and cognate expressions shall be 
construed accordingly; 

"prescribed" means prescribed by the Board by regulations; 
"recognised medical practitioner" means a recognised medical practitioner 

within the meaning of the Doctors, Dentists and Pharmacists 
Ordinance, 1987(b). 

  
General provisions as to regulations 
9.  Regulations under this Law: 
  

(a) may be amended or repealed by subsequent regulations hereunder; 
(b) may contain such consequential, incidental, supplemental and transitional 

provision as may appear to the Board to be necessary or expedient; 
(c) shall be laid before a meeting of the States as soon as possible after being 

made and, if at that or the next meeting, the States resolve to annul the 
regulations, the regulations shall cease to have effect, but without 
prejudice to anything done under them or to the making of new 
regulations. 

  
Repeals 
10.  The Loi sur L'Avortement of 1910(c) is hereby repealed in respect of the 
Islands of Guernsey, Herm and Jethou. 
  
Citation 
11.  This Law may be cited as the Abortion (Guernsey) Law, 1996. 
______________________ 
 
ISLE OF MAN (TYNWALD) [UNITED KINGDOM]      
Termination of Pregnancy (Medical Defences) Act 1995 (Chapter 14 of 
1995), 19 October 1995.  (Acts of Tynwald, 1995, pp. 360-367.) 
  
1.   Subject to section 5, a person shall not be guilty of an offence under section 
71 or 72 of the Criminal Code 1872 (offences relating to procuring a miscarriage) 
(in this Act referred to as "the Criminal Code") when a pregnancy is terminated 
by a hospital surgeon if that surgeon and an independent medical practitioner are 
of the opinion, formed in good faith, that the termination of the pregnancy is 
necessary to preserve the life of the pregnant woman. 
  
2.  (1) Without prejudice to the generality of section 1 of this Act or to the proviso 



to section 3 of the Infanticide and Infant Life (Preservation) Act 1938 (in this Act 
referred to as "the 1938 Act"), if the hospital surgeon who terminates the 
pregnancy and the other medical practitioner are of the opinion, formed in good 
faith, that:   
  

(a) the continuance of the pregnancy would involve a substantial risk (other 
than such risk as is normally associated with pregnancy and childbirth) to 
the life of the pregnant woman greater than if the pregnancy is terminated; 
or 

  
(b) the termination is necessary to prevent grave permanent injury to:   

  
(i) the physical health of the woman; or 
(ii) the mental health of the woman, 

  
the termination shall, for the purposes of those sections, be necessary to 
preserve the life of the pregnant woman. 
  
(2) In a case to which subsection (1)(b)(ii) applies, the other medical practitioner 
must be a consultant psychiatrist. 
  
3.  (1) When, in accordance with sections 1 and 2 of this Act or in accordance 
with the proviso to section 3 of 1938 Act, a hospital surgeon terminates a 
pregnancy which has exceeded 24 weeks, it shall be the duty of the surgeon:   
  

(a) to perform the termination in such manner as is best calculated to 
preserve the life of the child; and 

  
(b) to take such other action as is reasonable in all the circumstances to 

preserve the life of the child. 
  
(2) The duty imposed by subsection (1) shall be exercised in a manner which is 
consistent with, and shall not override, the duty of the surgeon to preserve the life 
of the woman. 
  
(3) The obligation to comply with the duty imposed by this section is a duty owed 
to the pregnant woman and the child (if born alive), and any breach of that duty is 
actionable accordingly, subject to the defences and other incidents applying to 
actions for breach of statutory duty. 
  
4.  (1) Subject to section 6, a person shall not be guilty of an offence under:   
  

(a) section 71 or 72 of the Criminal Code; or 
(b) section 3 of the 1938 Act, 

  
when a pregnancy is terminated by a hospital surgeon if that surgeon and an 



independent medical practitioner are of the opinion, formed in good faith, that 
there is a substantial risk that if the child were to be born at full term it would 
suffer from such physical or mental abnormalities as to be:   

  
(i) unlikely to survive birth; 
(ii) unlikely to be capable of maintaining vital functions after birth; or 
(iii) seriously handicapped. 

  
(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)(iii), a serious handicap exists if, and only 
if, the hospital surgeon and the medical practitioner are of the opinion, formed in 
good faith, that the handicap is not capable of being cured or substantially 
relieved by treatment or the passage of time. 
  
(3) Subsection (1)(iii) shall not apply unless the hospital surgeon and the medical 
practitioner are of the opinion, formed in good faith, that the pregnancy has not 
exceeded 24 weeks. 
  
5.  (1) Subject to section 6 a person shall not be guilty of an offence under 
section 71 or 72 of the Criminal Code when a pregnancy is terminated by a 
hospital surgeon if:   
  

(a) that surgeon and an independent medical practitioner are of the opinion, 
formed in good faith, that the pregnancy has lasted for less than 12 
weeks; and 

  
(b) the requirements of subsection (2) have been complied with. 

  
(2) The requirements referred to in subsection (1)(b) are that:   
  

(a) the pregnant woman has produced to the hospital surgeon and the 
medical practitioner an affidavit or other evidence taken under oath 
alleging that the pregnancy could be caused by rape, incest or indecent 
assault; 

  
(b) the pregnant woman has made a complaint to the police about the alleged 

rape, incest or indecent assault as soon as was reasonable in all the 
circumstances; and 

  
(c) the hospital surgeon and the medical practitioner are of the opinion, 

formed in good faith, that there are no medical indications which are 
inconsistent with the allegation that the pregnancy could be caused by 
rape, incest or indecent assault. 

  
(3) No evidence in respect of, or any matter connected with, the termination of a 
pregnancy in accordance with this section shall be admissible in any criminal 
proceedings relating to the alleged rape, incest or indecent assault except with 



the leave of the court. 
  
6.  (1) Sections 1 to 5 shall apply only where:   
  

(a) the pregnant woman is ordinarily resident in the Island; and 
(b) the pregnancy is terminated in a national health hospital. 

  
(2) In sections 1, 4 and 5, "independent medical practitioner" means a medical 
practitioner who:   
  

(a) is not employed on the staff of, or otherwise contracted to provide medical 
services in, a national health hospital in a post or office which is junior to 
the hospital surgeon who terminates the pregnancy; or 

(b) is not a partner or employee of the hospital surgeon who terminates the 
pregnancy; or 

(c) is not a member or employee of a group practice of which the hospital 
surgeon who terminates the pregnancy is a member or employee; or 

(d) during the 6 months preceding the termination, has not acted as locum 
tenens for the hospital surgeon who terminates the pregnancy; or 

(e) during the 6 months preceding the termination, has not been engaged to 
assist the hospital surgeon in the course of a private medical practice. 

  
(3) Subsection (1), and so much of sections 1 and 2 as relate to the opinion of 
two medical practitioners, shall not apply to the termination of a pregnancy by a 
medical practitioner in a case where the practitioner is of the opinion, formed in 
good faith, that the termination is immediately necessary to save the life or to 
prevent grave permanent injury to the physical health of the pregnant woman. 
  
(4) In the case of a woman carrying more than one foetus, the defences provided 
under sections 1 to 5 apply if:   
  

(a) the ground for termination of the pregnancy specified in section 4 applies 
in relation to any foetus and the action is taken for the purpose of 
procuring the miscarriage of that foetus, or 

  
(b) any of the other grounds for termination of the pregnancy specified in 

those sections applies. 
  
(5) Where a pregnancy is terminated in accordance with this Act:   
  

(a) if the child is born alive, the hospital surgeon shall be under a duty to take 
all reasonable steps to preserve the life of the child; or 

  
(b) if there is no live birth, the foetus shall be disposed of:   

  
(i) in accordance with the wishes of the pregnant woman; or 



  
(ii) in the absence of any direction by the pregnant woman, in accordance 

with the normal practice of the hospital, 
  

but the foetus or any part of the foetus shall not be used or made available for 
any medical or other experiment or procedure or for any purpose whatsoever 
without the express written consent of the mother. 

  
7.  (1) The Department shall, after consulting such persons and bodies as it 
thinks appropriate, make regulations as to the provision by the Department of:   
  

(a) balanced and impartial counselling services for any pregnant woman who 
has to consider the termination of her pregnancy; 

(b) facilities, staff or funds for such service; and 
(c) training and information for persons engaged for the purposes of such 

service. 
  
(2) The Department may make regulations to provide:   
  

(a) for requiring any such notice, opinion or affidavit as is referred to in this 
Act to contain such information and to be in such form as may be 
prescribed by the regulations; 

(b) for requiring any such evidence on oath as is referred to in this Act to 
include such information as may be prescribed by the regulations; 

(c) for requiring the preservation and disposal of such documents as are 
made for the purposes of this Act or the regulations; 

(d) for requiring any medical practitioner who terminates a pregnancy to give 
notice of the termination and to furnish such documents and information 
relating to the termination as may be so prescribed;  

(e) for prohibiting the disclosure, except to such persons or for such purposes 
as may be so prescribed, of any document or information furnished 
pursuant to this Act or to regulations. 

  
(3) The documents and information furnished in pursuance of regulations made 
under subsection (2)(d) shall be notified solely to the Community Physician. 
  
(4) Any person who intentionally contravenes or intentionally fails to comply with 
the requirements of regulations under subsection (2) shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding £5,000. 
  
(5) Regulations under this section shall be laid before Tynwald. 
  
8.  (1) In this Act:   
  

"the 1938 Act" has the meaning given by section 2(1); 
"consultant" means a medical practitioner who is employed as a consultant 



under section 10 of the National Health Service (Isle of Man) Act 1948;  
"the Criminal Code" has the meaning given by section 1;  
"the Department" means the Department of Health and Social Security; 
"hospital surgeon" means:   

(i) a consultant in obstetrics and gynaecology; 
(ii) a consultant in surgery; 
(iii) a surgeon employed on the staff of a national health hospital; or 
(iv) any other medical practitioner who is recognised by the Department as 

being suitably qualified and who has been nominated in writing by the 
Department as a medical practitioner authorised to undertake the 
termination of pregnancies at a national health hospital;  

"medical practitioner" means a registered medical practitioner; 
"national health hospital" means a hospital vested in the Department for the 

purposes of the National Health Service (Isle of Man) Acts 1948 to 
1979. 

  
(2) Nothing in this Act shall be construed as imposing any duty on any person to 
participate in any treatment authorised by this Act to which that person has a 
conscientious objection and the Department shall not:   
  

(a) terminate the employment of any persons so refusing; or 
  
(b) refuse to employ persons on the sole ground that they refuse, or might 

refuse to participate in any treatment authorised under this Act. 
  
(3) For the avoidance of doubt, it is declared that it is not an offence under the 
law of the Island for a medical practitioner or any other person to advise a 
pregnant woman in respect of any service relating to the termination of 
pregnancy which is available in any place outside the Island. 
  
9.  Any expenses of the Department which are attributable to this Act shall be 
paid out of monies provided by Tynwald. 
  
10.  (1) This Act may be cited as the Termination of Pregnancy (Medical 
Defences) Act 1995. 
  
(2) This Act shall come into force on the expiration of the period of three months 
beginning with the date on which it is passed.  
______________________________ 
 
JERSEY [UNITED KINGDOM]    
Termination of Pregnancy (Jersey) Law 1997, as amended through 2005. 
 
1.  Interpretation 
(1) In this Law, unless the context requires otherwise:   

“approved place” shall be construed in accordance with Article 7; 



“approved registered medical practitioner” shall be construed in accordance 
with Article 6(1); 

“consult” means consult in person, and cognate terms shall be construed 
accordingly; 

“first consultation” shall be construed in accordance with Article 3(1); 
“Medical Officer of Health” means the Inspector Médical appointed under 

Article 10 of the Loi (1934) sur la Santé Publique; 
“Minister” means the Minister for Health and Social Services; 
“registered medical practitioner” has the same meaning as in the Medical 

Practitioners (Registration) (Jersey) Law 1960; 
“second consultation” shall be construed in accordance with Article 3(3); 
“termination” means termination of pregnancy. 

 
(2) In this Law, any reference to an approved registered medical practitioner who 
is authorized to carry out terminations means a person authorized under 
Article 6(2). 
 
(3) In this Law, any reference to carrying out a termination includes administering 
any drug for the purpose of inducing a termination. 
 
(4) For the purposes of this Law, the extent of advancement of a pregnancy shall 
be calculated from the beginning of the woman’s last menstrual period.   

 
2.  Circumstances in which termination is not to be unlawful 
(1) A person shall not be guilty of an offence under the law relating to abortion 
where a termination is carried out by a registered medical practitioner who is of 
the opinion, formed in good faith, that the termination is immediately necessary to 
save the life of the woman. 

 
(2) A person shall not be guilty of an offence under the law relating to abortion 
where a termination is carried out in an approved place by an approved 
registered medical practitioner who is authorized to carry out terminations and 
either:   

(a) 2 approved registered medical practitioners (one of whom practises in 
obstetrics and gynaecology and one of whom practises in an area of 
medicine relevant to any medical condition of the woman which 
necessitates the termination) having examined the woman, are each of 
the opinion, formed in good faith, that the termination is necessary to save 
her life or to prevent grave permanent injury to her physical or mental 
health; 

(b) 
(i) 2 approved registered medical practitioners (one of whom practises in 

obstetrics and gynaecology and one of whom practises in paediatrics), 
having examined the woman, are each of the opinion, formed in good 
faith, that there is a substantial risk that, if the child were born, it would 
suffer from such physical or mental abnormalities as to be seriously 



handicapped, and 
(ii) the termination is carried out before the end of the twenty-fourth week 

of the pregnancy; or 
(c) 

(i) the woman’s condition causes her distress and the requirements for 
consultation in Article 3 have been complied with, 

(ii) the termination is carried out before the end of the twelfth week of the 
pregnancy, and 

(iii) on the day the termination is carried out, the woman is ordinarily 
resident in Jersey or has been resident in Jersey for the period of 90 
days immediately preceding that day.   

 
3.  Requirement for consultation 
(1) A pregnant woman whose condition causes her distress and who wishes to 
have a termination authorized by Article 2(2), in the circumstances described in 
sub-paragraph (c) of that paragraph, must consult a registered medical 
practitioner (the “first consultation”). 

 
(2) At the first consultation, the registered medical practitioner shall:   

(a) inform the woman of the medical risks connected with termination; 
(b) give the woman such written information as the Minister may have 

published for the purpose or, if none, written information about:   
(i) the statutory rights and entitlements of, and benefits available to, 

families, mothers and children, 
(ii) the counselling services available to a pregnant woman wishing to 

have a termination, 
(iii) the opportunities for adoption of the child, if born, and 
(iv) the names and addresses of approved places; and 

(c) give the woman a certificate confirming that the requirements of this 
paragraph have been complied with. 
 

(3) If, following the first consultation, the pregnant woman still wishes to have a 
termination she must, not less than 7 days after that consultation, consult an 
approved registered medical practitioner who is authorized to carry out 
terminations (the “second consultation”) and:   

(a) produce the certificate described in paragraph (2)(c); and 
(b) confirm her wish to have a termination. 

 
(4) Production of a certificate given under paragraph (2)(c) to the approved 
registered medical practitioner with whom the second consultation takes place 
shall be sufficient proof that paragraph (1) has been complied with.   
 
4.  Referral following compliance with requirement for consultation 
(1) Where Article 3 has been complied with and the approved registered medical 
practitioner with whom the second consultation takes place will not carry out the 
termination the medical practitioner shall:   



(a) give the woman a certificate of such compliance; and 
(b) refer the woman to another approved registered medical practitioner who 

is authorized to carry out terminations. 
 
(2) Production of a certificate given under paragraph (1) to an approved 
registered medical practitioner who is authorized to carry out terminations shall 
be sufficient proof that Article 3 has been complied with.   
 
5.  Conscientious objection to participation in treatment 
(1) Subject to paragraph (2), no person shall be under a duty, whether by 
contract or by any requirement imposed by any enactment or by any other legal 
requirement, to participate in any treatment authorized by this Law to which the 
person has a conscientious objection. 
 
(2) Nothing in paragraph (1) shall affect any duty to participate in treatment which 
is necessary to save the life of or prevent grave permanent injury to the physical 
or mental health of a pregnant woman.   
 
(3) In any legal proceedings, the burden of proof of conscientious objection shall 
rest on the person claiming to rely on it.   
 
6.  Approved registered medical practitioners 
(1) The Minister may, from time to time, approve any registered medical 
practitioner for the purposes of this Law. 
 
(2) The Minister may, from time to time, authorize any approved registered 
medical practitioner to carry out terminations of pregnancy in accordance with 
this Law. 
 
(3) The Minister shall maintain a list of registered medical practitioners for the 
time being approved under paragraph (1) indicating which of them is authorized 
under paragraph (2). 
 
7.  Approved places 
“Approved place” means:   

(a) any hospital maintained or controlled by the States or any administration 
thereof; and 

(b) any institution for the time being registered under the Nursing and 
Residential Homes (Jersey) Law 1994 as a nursing home where 
terminations may be carried out. 

 
8.  Supplementary provisions 
(1) A person shall not be guilty of an offence under the law relating to abortion 
where anything is done with intent to procure a termination authorized by 
Article 2. 
 



(2) In a case where a woman is carrying more than one foetus, any treatment 
carried out with intent to procure the miscarriage of any foetus is authorized by 
Article 2 if:   

(a) the ground for termination specified in paragraph (2)(b) of that Article 
applies in relation to any foetus and the treatment is carried out for the 
purpose of procuring the miscarriage of that foetus; or 

(b) any of the other grounds for termination specified in that Article apply. 
 
(3) A person shall not be guilty of an offence under the law relating to abortion by 
virtue of the fact that, when a termination is carried out, the pregnancy has 
advanced beyond the end of its twenty-fourth or twelfth week, as the case may 
be, if the approved registered medical practitioner who carries out the termination 
is of the opinion, formed in good faith, that the pregnancy has not so advanced.   
 
9.  Repealed. 
 
10.  Orders 
(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Minister may by Order make provision for 
carrying this Law into effect and in particular, but without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing, may:   

(a) 
(b) 
(c) regulate the form, content and publishing of any information to be given 

under Article 3(2)(b) where no information has been published by the 
Minister for the purpose; 

(d) regulate the provision of counselling services for pregnant women wishing 
to have a termination; 

(e) 
(f) 
(g) require notice that a termination has been carried out to be given to the 

Medical Officer of Health and such information relating to the termination 
to be supplied to the Medical Officer of Health as he or she may 
reasonably require for the purpose of reporting to the Minister upon the 
operation of this Law; 

(h) specify the form in which and the time within which any medical opinion 
must be certified, any notice given, or any information supplied; 

(i) require the keeping and disposal of any certified medical opinion or 
certificate required under this Law; 

(j) provide that a contravention of or failure to comply with any specified 
provision of the Order shall be an offence and that a person guilty of such 
an offence shall be liable to a fine not exceeding level 4 on the standard 
scale. 

 
(2) No provision of an Order made under paragraph (1) shall require a registered 
medical practitioner to give any notice or supply any information to the Medical 
Officer of Health which would identify the woman whose pregnancy is terminated. 



 
(3) An Order made under paragraph (1) may:   

(a) make different provision in relation to different cases or circumstances; 
and 

(b) contain such incidental, supplemental and transitional provision as the 
Minister considers necessary or expedient. 

 
(4) The Subordinate Legislation (Jersey) Law 1960 shall apply to any Order 
made under this Law. 
 
10A.  Forms 
(1) An approved registered medical practitioner shall make a record of and certify 
his or her opinion referred to in Article 2 by completing a form printed and made 
available by the Minister for the purpose. 
 
(2) The certificate given by a registered medical practitioner to a woman under 
Article 3(2)(c) or 4(1)(a) shall be in a form printed and made available by the 
Minister for the purpose and signed by the registered medical practitioner. 
 
(3) A person who fails to comply with paragraph (1) or (2) shall be guilty of an 
offence and liable to a fine of level 2 on the standard scale. 
 
11.  Citation 
This Law may be cited as the Termination of Pregnancy (Jersey) Law 1997.  
______________________________ 
 
MONTSERRAT [UNITED KINGDOM]    
Penal Code (Ordinance No. 12 of 1983), 1 July 1984. 
  
PART IX 
Abortion, etc. 
  
139.  (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, any person who, being with 
child, with intent to procure her own miscarriage unlawfully administers to herself 
any poison or other noxious thing, or unlawfully uses any instrument or other 
means whatsoever with the like intent; and any person who, with intent to 
procure the miscarriage of any woman (whether she be or be not with child) 
unlawfully administers to her, or causes her to take, any poison or other noxious 
thing, or unlawfully uses any instrument or other means whatsoever with the like 
intent, shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to imprisonment for 
life. 
  
(2) A person shall not be guilty of an offence under section (1) when a pregnancy 
is terminated in a hospital, or other establishment approved for the purposes by 
the Chief Medical Officer, by a medical practitioner if two medical practitioners 
are of the opinion, formed in good faith:   



  
(a) that the continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk of the life of the 

pregnant woman, or injury to the physical or mental health of the pregnant 
woman greater than if the pregnancy were terminated; or 

  
(b) that there is a substantial risk that if the child were born it would suffer 

from such physical or mental abnormalities as to be seriously 
handicapped: 

  
Provided that the reference to the opinion of two medical practitioners and to 
an approved hospital or other establishment shall not apply to the termination 
of a pregnancy by a registered medical practitioner in a case in which he is of 
the opinion, formed in good faith, that the termination is immediately 
necessary to save the life or to prevent grave permanent injury to the physical 
or mental health of the pregnant woman. 

  
(3) Any person who unlawfully supplies or procures any poison or other noxious 
thing, or any instrument or thing whatsoever, knowing that the same is intended 
to be unlawfully used or employed with intent to procure the miscarriage of any 
woman (whether she be or be not with child) shall be guilty of an offence and 
liable on conviction to imprisonment for five years. 
  
140.  Any person who, with intent to destroy the life of a child capable of being 
born alive, by any willful act or omission causes a child to die before it has an 
existence independent of its mother, shall be guilty of an offence and liable to 
imprisonment for life: 
  

Provided that a person shall not be convicted of an offence under this section 
if it is proved that the act which caused the death of the child was done in 
good faith for the purpose only of preserving the life of the mother. 

	


