
VATICAN CITY STATE 
 
Procured abortion has always been prohibited by the laws of Vatican City State (VCS). 
Chapter IV, Article 381-385 of the 1889 Italian Code of Penal Law - in force at the time of 
the Lateran Pact, which created the VCS (11 February 1929) - was assumed into the 
legal system of VCS. Pursuant to Article 7 of the Act on the Sources of Law of 1 October 
2008, N. LXXI, the Italian Criminal Code was assumed into the Vatican legal system by 
the Law of 7 June 1929, N. II, and remains in force in the Vatican City State. 
 
Art. 381: The woman who, by any means, used by her, or by others with her consent, 
procures an abortion shall be punished by detention of one to four years. 
 
Art. 382: Anyone who procures an abortion for a woman with her consent, shall be 
punished by imprisonment of thirty months to five years. 

If, as a consequence of the abortion or of the means used to procure it, the woman 
should die, the punishment shall be imprisonment of four to seven years; and if her death 
occurs for having used means more dangerous than those to which she may have 
agreed, the sentence is from five to ten years. 
 
Art. 383: Whoever uses direct means to procure an abortion for a woman without her 
consent or against her will, shall be punished by imprisonment of thirty months to six 
years; and with a sentence of seven to twelve years if the abortion occurs. 

If, as a consequence of the abortion or of the means used to procure it, the woman 
should die, the punishment shall be imprisonment of fifteen to twenty years. 

The penalties prescribed in the present Article shall be increased by one-sixth, if 
the offender is the husband. 
 
Art. 384: When the culprit to any of the crimes in the previous two articles is a person 
practicing a healthcare profession or another profession or art subject to supervision for 
reasons of public health, who may have referred, administered or used means for 
which is procured an abortion or caused death, the penalties laid down in these articles 
are to be increased by one-sixth. 

This sentence has the effect of suspension from the exercise of professional 
practice or art for a time equal to that of the sentence. 
 
Art. 385: In the case of procured abortion to save one's own honor or that of the wife, 
the mother, the descendant, of the adopted daughter, or sister, the penalty established in 
the preceding articles are to be diminished from one to two-thirds, and detention 
substitutes imprisonment. 
 
Art. 14 of Law VIII.- Supplementary Norms on Criminal Law Matters, of 11 July 2013, 
dedicated to the crime of genocide also refers to measures intended to prevent birth 
(subparagraph d).  
 
Article 14: Whoever, with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial 
or religious group, commits one of the following acts: 

 



a) kills members of the group; 
b) deliberately inflicts upon members of the group conditions of life such as to 

bring about the physical destruction of the group, in whole or in part;  
c) causes serious bodily or mental harm to members or the group;  
d)  imposes measures intended to prevent births within the group; 
e) forcibly transfers minors of the group to another group; 

 
is punished with thirty to thirty-five years imprisonment in the cases set forth in 
subparagraphs a) and b), and with no less than fifteen years imprisonment in the cases 
set forth in subparagraphs e), d) and e). 


